[DECISION MAKER ADDRESS]

[DATE]

Dear [DECISION MAKER],

I am appealing for your help to save the lives of two Tibetans sentenced to death by the Chinese government.

On April 8th, 25-year old Loyak and another man, Lobsang Gyaltsen, were sentenced to death for allegedly "setting fatal fires" during last year's protests in Tibet's capital, Lhasa.

Two others, Tenzin Phuntsok and Kangtsuk, have also been sentenced to death, but with a two-year reprieve, and Dawa Sangpo has been sentenced to life imprisonment.

Without a reprieve, Loyak and Lobsang Gyaltsen could be executed within a matter of weeks.

These death sentences clearly signal an escalation in the Chinese government's violent campaign to punish and intimidate any Tibetan who dares to speak out against Chinese rule.

A report released by Human Rights Watch in March 2009 concludes that the process of trials and imprisonment in Tibet over the past year has been politically motivated and that the "principle of independence of the judic iary is thoroughly undermined by leadership's demand that court and police tailor their actions to political requirements."

I ask that you publicly condemn China's actions and call for an independent inquiry into the cases of these five individuals.

I also urge you to call on the [YOUR GOVERNMENT] to issue a strong diplomatic response, including immediate action on the part of the [YOUR COUNTRY’S] Embassy in Beijing to:

*raise these sentences with the Chinese authorities and express grave concern that international judicial standards have not been upheld in the trial process;

*press for Lobsang Gyaltsen and Loyak to have immediate access to their family and to the legal representation of their choice;

*request that an Embassy representative be allowed to observe any further judicial proceedings;

*convey that these cases and China's ongoing crackdown in Tibet is an issue of concern for [YOUR GOVERNMENT].

Thank you for supporting the Tibetan people at this dark time.

[YOUR NAME]

[YOUR ADDRESS]

