YOUR ADDRESS
YOUR CITY, STATE, COUNTRY, POSTAL CODE
DATE

MINISTER/SECRETARY’S TITLE AND NAME

ADDRESS

Dear TITLE AND NAME:

In December 2002, the Chinese government sentenced Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, a revered Tibetan Buddhist leader from Eastern Tibet, to death with a two-year suspension.  After much international pressure, his sentence was commuted to life in prison on January 26, 2005.  I am writing to ask for your assistance in getting this innocent man released from prison.

Tenzin Delek was framed for crimes he did not commit and imprisoned after a flawed trial process.  He was accused of “causing explosions [and] inciting the separation of the state,” but according to Human Rights Watch and other human rights monitoring agencies, there is no credible evidence of  his guilt.  Rather, his current situation is the culmination of numerous attempts over more than a decade by Chinese authorities in Lithang, eastern Tibet (Chinese: Sichuan Province) to have him arrested. Tenzin Delek’s influence and standing, in both the Tibetan and Chinese communities in the region, was perceived as a threat by the local authorities who attempted to stop his promotion of Tibetan religion and culture, as well as environmental preservation.
Tenzin Delek and his co-defendant, Lobsang Dhondup, were denied basic legal rights during their trial and did not have access to lawyers of their own choosing. Due to the international outcry over the case, the Chinese authorities gave assurances that both men would receive a retrial in China’s Supreme Court. However, on January 26, 2003, after a secret retrial, Lobsang Dhondup was executed, in the first known execution of a Tibetan for political crimes in 20 years and Tenzin Delek’s death sentence was upheld. 

Tenzin Delek is currently serving a life in prison sentence in Chuandong Prison, Sichuan province.  Throughout his detention there have been reports of torture and his current state of health is unknown. I am requesting that you speak up in defense of Tenzin Delek and urge the Chinese government to immediately release him from prison.
Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely, 

YOUR SIGNATURE

YOUR NAME

