YOUR ADDRESS
YOUR CITY, STATE, COUNTRY, POSTAL CODE
DATE

MINISTER/SECRETARY’S TITLE AND NAME

ADDRESS

Dear TITLE AND NAME:

I am writing to follow-up about the tragic death of Kelsang Namtso, a 17 year old nun who was shot dead by Chinese border patrol troops on September 30, 2006 while attempting to escape through the Nangpa Pass from Tibet into Nepal. At least 25 Tibetans, including ten children, were arrested and detained following the incident. According to one member of the group who recently escaped from Tibet, the older detainees were severely beaten while in custody and forced to perform hard labour. Chinese authorities continue to defend this deadly attack and the subsequent detention of the Tibetans, some as young as four years old, as “normal border management”. 

Following the shooting incident, several foreign governments publicly condemned China’s actions. Although reports indicate that more detainees may have been released, the Chinese government continues to defend firing upon and detaining Tibetan escapees as an acceptable border patrol policy. A recent statement by the Chinese Foreign Ministry referred to those detained as “law-breakers” and members of a “large-scale illegal emigration” that must be stopped. Thousands of Tibetans attempt this dangerous journey each year and if caught are often subject to detention without judicial recourse and are forced to pay hefty fines before being released. 

Until there is an end to China’s ongoing human rights abuses and iron-fist rule in Tibet, many Tibetans will continue to seek freedom abroad. Many of the over 2,500 Tibetans who risk their lives fleeing Tibet every year are children seeking proper education in exile, or Tibetan monks and nuns wanting to practice their religion free from the repressive reach of Chinese authorities in Tibet. 

Chinese border patrol troops will continue to fire upon and kill innocent Tibetan refugees unless the international community speaks out against this injustice. I respectfully request that you call on the Chinese government to rescind all orders that allow troops to fire upon unarmed Tibetans and to immediately open an independent investigation into the Nangpa Pass incident.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely, 

YOUR SIGNATURE

YOUR NAME

