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DATE

Li Zhaoxing
Minister of Foreign Affairs

People’s Republic of China


Dear Minister Li:

Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, Tibet’s 11th Panchen Lama has been missing since the Chinese authorities abducted him and his family in May 1995 when he was just six years old. For over a decade, foreign diplomats and United Nations representatives been denied access to him and no information has been released about his whereabouts or well-being. 

On April 25th 2007, Gedhun Choekyi Nyima will turn eighteen years old and as an adult China can no longer claim to speak on his behalf. By continuing to detain him, you are only serving to increase the resentment Tibetans feel towards China's occupation of Tibet. Tibetans will always worship him as the rightful Panchen Lama and will never accept China's chosen replacement, Gyaltsen Norbu.

The global community will never accept China as a modern or progressive nation as long as injustices like the Panchen Lama's ongoing detention continue. I call on the  Chinese government to  immediately release Gendhun Choekyi Nyima.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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