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PETITION TO FREE TENZIN DELEK and Lobsang Taphel










Winter 2006
Dear Mrs. Arbour:
Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, a highly respected Tibetan Buddhist leader, was sentenced to death by the Chinese government on December 2, 2002 for his alleged involvement in bombings in eastern Tibet.  His death sentence was commuted to life in prison on January 26, 2005.  No credible evidence linking him to this crime has been released publicly, nor did he receive a fair trial.  It is widely believed that Tenzin Delek Rinpoche is being targeted for his support of the Dalai Lama and his activities promoting Tibetan language, religion and culture.  His treatment is an example of the Chinese government’s ruthless crackdown on Tibetans’ freedom of speech and expression.  

Lobsang Dhondup, only 28 years old, was also charged in relation to this case and was executed on January 26, 2003 after a secret appeal trial.  In addition, around fifty other people were arrested or disappeared in connection with this case, and one, Lobsang Taphel, remains in prison.  

Therefore...We the undersigned ask that you hold the Chinese government accountable for the death of Lobsang Dhondup and urge them to immediately release Tenzin Delek Rinpoche and Lobsang Taphel.
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FAX to: UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, fax: + 41 22 917 9022 (Switzerland) 

or mail to: United Nations Office at Geneva, 8-14 Avenue de la Paix, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
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Please mail a copy of this petition to:

 Students for a Free Tibet

602 East 14th Street, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10009, USA

www.studentsforafreetibet.org
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